An Order for Night Prayer (Compline)

Psalm 143

We say together the words in bold type

Hear my prayer, O Lord, give ear to my supplications: in thy faithfulness answer

Preparation

me, and in thy righteousness.
2

The Lord almighty grant us a quiet night and a perfect end.
All Amen.

be justified.
3

Our help is in the name of the Lord
All who made heaven and earth.

And enter not into judgment with thy servant: for in thy sight shall no man living

For the enemy hath persecuted my soul; he hath smitten my life down to the

ground; he hath made me to dwell in darkness, as those that have been long dead.
4

Therefore is my spirit overwhelmed within me; my heart within me is desolate.

5

I remember the days of old; I meditate on all thy works; I muse on the work of thy

A period of silence for reflection on the past day may follow.

hands.
All

6

I stretch forth my hands unto thee: my soul thirsteth after thee, as a thirsty land.

7

Hear me speedily, O Lord: my spirit faileth: hide not thy face from me, lest I be

Most merciful God,
we confess to you,
before the whole company of heaven and one another,

like unto them that go down into the pit.
8

that we have sinned in thought, word and deed
and in what we have failed to do.

me to know the way wherein I should walk; for I lift up my soul unto thee.
9

Forgive us our sins,

Cause me to hear thy loving kindness in the morning; for in thee do I trust: cause
Deliver me, O Lord, from mine enemies: I flee unto thee to hide me.

10

heal us by your Spirit
and raise us to new life in Christ. Amen.

land of uprightness.
11

O God, make speed to save us.
All

O Lord, make haste to help us.

All

Glory to the Father and to the Son

Teach me to do thy will; for thou art my God: thy spirit is good; lead me into the

Quicken me, O Lord, for thy name's sake: for thy righteousness' sake bring my

soul out of trouble.
12

And of thy mercy cut off mine enemies, and destroy all them that afflict my soul:

for I am thy servant.

and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.

All

Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.

All

Scripture Reading

Save us, O Lord, while waking,
and guard us while sleeping,
that awake we may watch with Christ

Responsory

and asleep may rest in peace.

Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.
All Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.
For you have redeemed me, Lord God of truth.

Prayers

All I commend my spirit.

Intercessions and thanksgivings may be offered here.

Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit.

The Collect

All Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.

Stir up your power o God

Keep me as the apple of your eye.

And come among us

All Hide me under the shadow of your wings.

Heal our wounds, calm our fears and give us peace
Through Jesus our redeemer

The Nunc Dimittis (The Song of Simeon)
All

All Amen.

Save us, O Lord, while waking,

The Lord’s Prayer

and guard us while sleeping,
that awake we may watch with Christ
and asleep may rest in peace.

The Conclusion
In peace we will lie down and sleep;

1 Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace:

All for you alone, Lord, make us dwell in safety.

your word has been fulfilled.

Abide with us, Lord Jesus,

2 My own eyes have seen the salvation

All for the night is at hand and the day is now past.

which you have prepared in the sight of every people;

As the night watch looks for the morning,

3 A light to reveal you to the nations
and the glory of your people Israel.

All so do we look for you, O Christ.
Luke 2.29-32
The Lord bless us and watch over us;

All

Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.

the Lord make his face shine upon us and be gracious to us;
the Lord look kindly on us and give us peace.
All Amen.

